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TAGS: PTOV, EAIR, PINT, WB, GW, US, FR, UK 
SUBJECT: TRANSPORT OF PRISONER BY AIR 

1 . SUMMARY: CONVICTED TERRORIST WAS TRANSPORTED 
UNDER GUARD FROM BERLIN TO STUTTGART ON MARCH 21 BY 
CHARTERED BRITISH AIR TAXI. FLIGHT WAS ARRANGED BY 
FRG OFFICIALS UNDER GUISE OF MEDICAL EVACUATION. NO 
ALLIED OFFICIALS WERE AWARE OF THIS UBTERFUGE NOR 
FACT THAT FLIGHT WAS TAKING PLACE UNTIL BRITISH PLANE'S 
ARRIVAL AT TEMPELHOF. BERLIN POLICE LEARNED OF 
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FLIGHT ON MARCH 18, BUT THROUGH "CLERICAL ERROR" 

FAILED TO NOTIFY ALLIES. SENIOR POLICE AND SENAT 
OFFICIALS HAVE BEEN INFORMED OF ALLIED DISPLEASUREP 
OVER INCIDENT BUT POINTED OUT THAT FLIGHT WAS 
ARRANGED FROM FRG WITHOUT PRIOR COORDINATION IN BERLIN. 
RECOMMEND THIS MATTER BE TAKEN UP IN BONN GROUP. 

END SUMMARY. 
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2. AROUND MI-MORNING ON MARCH 21, US PUBLIC SAFETY 
WAS INFORMED BY BERLIN POLICE THAT A CONVICTED TER- 
RORIST, ONE GERHARD BRAUN, WAS TO BE TRANSFERRED TO 
STUTTGART AT NOON BY A DRF FLIGHT (DEUTSCHE RETTUNGS- 
FLUGWACHT - GERMAN AIR RESCUE SERVICE) FLYING FROM 
TEMPELHOF AIRPORT. POLICE WERE ASKED TO CHECK THEIR 
INFORMATION SINCE DRF WAS NOT ALLIED ORGANIZATION 
AND, THEREFORE, WOULD NOT BE PERMITTED TO LAND AT 
TEMPELHOF UNLESS IT WERE EMPLOYING AN ALLIED REGISTERED 
AIRCRAFT. SHORTLY THEREAFTER, POLICE REPORTED THAT 
FLIGHT ACTUALLY WAS BEING MADE BY BRITISH FIRM, IDS 

OF HEATHROW AIRPORT, LONDON, UNDER CONTRACT TO DRF. 

(NOTE: BRAUN, WHO WAS RE-ARRESTED LAST WEEK FOLLOWING 
RELEASE FROM DETENTION ON THE BASIS OF AN OUTSTANDING 
WARRANT FROM HEIDELBERG, WAS TO HAVE BEEN TRANSFERRED 
TO STUTTGART BY REGULAR BA FLIGHT ON MARCH 16 BUT 
AIRLINE REFUSED TO CARRY HIM.) 

3. WE WERE CURIOUS ABOUT HOW A MEDICAL EVACUATION 
ORGANIZATION COULD BE ARRANGING FOR TRANSFER OF A 
PRISONER. WE TELEPHONED BRITISH MISSION AND LEARNED 
THEY KNEW NOTHING ABOUT FLIGHT. MISOFF THEN TELEPHONED 
OFFICE OF US CIVIL AIR ATTACHE AT EMBASSY BONN AND 
LEARNED THAT FLIGHT, WHICH HAD BEEN IDENTITIED AS MEDEVAC, 

WAS APPROVED ON MARCH 17 UPON RECEIPT OF ORAL REQUEST BY 
UK CIVIL AIR ATTACHE. BRITISH MISSION OFFICER TELE- 
PHONED BACK TO SAY THAT UK CIVIL AIR ATTACHE HAD SUB- 
MITTED FLIGHT TO ALLIED COLLEAGUES AND APPROVED IT HIMSELF ON UNDERS 
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TANDING IT WAS GENUINE MEDEVAC BERLIN 

TO STUTTGART. 

4. FOLLOWING RECEIPT OF OAIJE INFORMATION, MISOFF 
CONTACTED US CIVIL AIR ATTACHE (CAA) AT TEMPELHOF 

AND LEARNED THAT PLANE HAD JUST ARRIVED. CAA 
WAS ASKED TO INFORM BRITISH PILOT OF FACTS, AND NOTED 
THAT WHILE WE HOPED HE WOULD CARRY OUR FLIGHT, WE 
WOULD LEAVE IT TO HIS JUDGMENT. PILOT WAS UNAWARE 
OF TRUE NATURE OF HIS MISSION, BUT NEVERTHELESS 
DECIDED TO MAKE FLIGHT. PRISONER WAS ACCOMPANIED ON 
FLIGHT BY THREE OFFICIALS OF LANDESKRIMINALAMT, (LKA) 

BADEN WUERTEMBERG. (ALLIES WERE NOT AWARE OF PRESENCE 
IN BERLIN OF THREE LKA OFFICIALS.) 

5. WE HAVE BEEN INFORMED BY BERLIN POLICE (STAATSCHUTZ) 

AFTERNOON OF MARCH 21 THAT TRANSFER DETAILS, INCLUDING 
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INFORMATION ON AIR CARRIER, WAS RECEIVED BY ELECTRICAL 
MESSAGE FROM STUTTGART LATE AFTERNOON OF MARCH 18, 

AFTER CLOSE OF BUSINESS. DUE TO ACTION BY NEW 
EMPLOYEE, WHO FILED REPORT WITHOUT FOLLOWING ESTABLISHED 
NOTIFICATION PROCEDURES, US PUBLIC SAFETY AND FR 
PUBLIC SAFETY (AS CHAIRMAN) WERE NOT INFORMED UNTIL 
MARCH 21. JUDGING FROM OBVIOUS EMBARRASSEMENT OF 
VARIOUS POLICE OFFICIALS WITH WHOM THIS MATTER DIS- 
CUSSED (INCLUDING ACTING POLICE PRESIDENT AND CHIEF 
OF STAATSCHUTZ), BERLIN POLICE WILL TAKE STEPS TO 
PREVENT FAILURE OF NOTIFICATION PROCEDURES IN FUTURE. 
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6. MISOFF DISCUSSED MATTER WITH CHIEF OF SENAT 
CHANCELLERY AND CHIEF OF CHANCELLERY POLITICAL 
SECTION EVENING OF MARCH 21. BOTH OFFICIALS WERE 
INCREDULOUS THAT SUCH FLIGHT COULD HAVE BEEN ARRANGED 
WITHOUT AT LEAST ONE ALLIED OFFICIAL KNOWING TRUE 
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CIRCUMSTANCES. MISOFF REMINDED THEM THAT IN 
SEPTEMBER 1976, ALLIES HAD ESTABLISHED THAT PRIOR 
NOTIFICATION OF PRISONER TRANSFERS BY AIR WAS TO BE 
MADE VIA BOTH SENAT LIAISON AND PUBLIC SAFETY CHANNELS 
AND THAT EXISTING JUSTICE CHANNELS WITH LEGAL ATTACHES 
COULD ALSO BE USED. SENAT OFFICIALS POINTED OUT 
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THAT THERE HAD BEEN NOTIFICATION VIA LIAISON OFFICER 
CHANNEL THAT BRAUN WAS TO BE TRANSFERRED VIA BRITISH 
AIRWAYS ON MARCH 16; NEITHER WAS AWARE, HOWEVER, THAT 
BA HAD REFUSED TO ACCEPT PRISONER ON FLIGHT. 

CHANCELLERY CHIEF PROMISED TO LOOK INTO MATTER, 

BUT NOTED THAT BASIC PROBLEM SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN THAT 
OFFICIALS IN FRG ARRANGED FOR FLIGHT WITHOUT PROPERLY 
INFORMING EITHER ALLIED OR BERLIN OFFICIALS OF TRUE 
CIRCUMSTANCES. 

7. US AIR FORCE COMMANDER AT TEMPELHOF LEARNED THAT 
MEDEVAC FLIGHT WAS TO BE USED TO TRANSFER PRISONER 
ONLY AFTER PLANE HAD ARRIVED AT AIRPORT AND WAS 
SURROUNDED BY BERLIN POLICE. HE WAS UNDERSTANDABLY 
UPSET AT POSSIBILITY THAT PRISONER MIGHT ATTEMPT TO 
ESCAPE OR THAT SOMEONE MIGHT TRY TO FREE HIM, WITHOUT 
AF HAVING MADE APPROPRIATE SECURITY ARRANGEMENTS. 

8. WE BELIEVE THAT THIS MATTER SHOULD BE RAISED IN 
BONN GROUP WITH REQUEST THAT NO FUTURE ARRANGEMENTS 
FOR TRANSFER OF PRISONERS TO OR FROM BERLIN BY AIR 

BE MADE WITHOUT PRIOR CONSULTATION WITH THE APPROPRIATE 
ALLIED OFFICIALS. GERMAN REP SHOULD BE ADVISED THAT 
THIS USE OF MEDEVAC SUBTERFUGE FOR PRISONER TRANSPORT 
COULD CAUSE ALLIED CARRIERS TO BE WARY OF ACCEPTING 
FUTURE CONTRACTS FROM DRG. GERMANS SHOULD ALSO BE 
REMINDED THAT FEDERAL AND STATE POLICE AND SECURITY 
OFFICIALS HAVE NO RPT NO EXECUTIVE COMPETENCE IN 
BERLIN, AND THAT WHENEVER REPRESENTATIVES OF THESE 
ORGANIZATIONS MUST COME HERE TO CONDUCT OPERATIONAL 
BUSINESS, THEY ARE FULLY SUBORDINATE TO THE LOCAL 
AUTHORITIES. APART FROM CARRYING ON ROUTINE 
COORDINATION WITH THEIR BERLIN COLLEAGUES. THE 
OPERATIONAL PRESENCE OF FEDERAL OR LOCAL LAW 
ENFORCEMENT OFFICIALS IS SUPPOSED TO BE BROUGHT TO 
THE ATTENTION OF THE ALLIES IN ADVANCE OF THEIR 
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COMING. WE HAD NO OBJECTION TO THE THREE BADEN 
WUERTEMBERG LKA OFFICERS BOMING TO BERLIN TO ESCORT 
HERR BRAUN TO STUTTGART, BUT THE POLICE PER 
INSTRUCTIONS SHOULD HAVE INFORMED US OF THEIR INVOLVE- 
MENT IN THE PRISONER'S TRANSFER. 

9. USCOB CONCURS. GEORGE 
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